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March 5: The Defense Ministry reported that 13 soldiers and five guerrillas were killed March 4
when rebels detonated a mine and opened fire on 45 counterinsurgency specialists traveling in three
trucks near Primavera, Vichada territory. March 19: RCN radio network reported that government
soldiers killed five rebels belong to the National Liberation Army (ELN) in a battle near Puerto
Lleras, North Santander department. Radio Caracol reported that gunmen shot and killed five men
and wounded five others in an ice cream shop in the Uraba banana-producing region. The bodies
of eight police and one civilian killed by rebels were buried in the town of Puerto Inirida, near the
Venezuelan border. According to police, the nine persons died March 17 when members of the
Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) attacked a police convoy with a landmine and
gunfire on the road to the local airport. March 20: Gen. Carlos Arturo Casadiego said arrest warrants
had been issued for Britons Brian Tomkins and Peter McAleese, suspected of training hitmen for
Colombian drug traffickers in the Magdalena Medio. Tomkins and McAleese, said the general,
are believed to have worked with Yair Klein, an Israeli reserve lieutenant colonel, in the training
of gunmen in 1988. Bogota newspaper La Prensa reported that the two British citizens had been in
Cimitarra, where BBC correspondent Silvia Duzan was shot to death last month while interviewing
a group of farm workers. The two alleged mercenaries are believed to have left Colombia some
time after August 1989 when the government launched a crackdown on the drug mafia. The
secret police believe the two returned to Colombia early this year to work for Fidel Castano, who
apparently has taken over for Gonzalo Rodriguez Gacha, killed by police in December. March 21:
According to a police report released in Bogota, an average of four people were kidnapped each
day in Colombia during the first 2-1/2 months of 1990. The rate was double that of the same period
last year. Leftist guerrillas and common criminals seeking ransoms were behind most of the 326
kidnappings from Jan. 1 to March 16, said the report. In the previous week, the report said, eight
people were kidnapped, five of them by common criminals and three by the ELN. In a statement
released in Medellin, the ELN offered to released 12 soldiers pertaining to the Bombona Battalion
who were captured Feb. 23 during a rebel attack in the town of Segovia, Antioquia department.
During the attack, the guerrillas released all prisoners in the local jail, robbed a bank, and killed five
soldiers. The ELN said the soldiers would be released within the next few days if the government
sends a special delegation to meet ELN members at one of the rebel camps. The special delegation
would be comprised of Social Conservative Party Senator Alvaro Leyva Duran, former president
Alfonso Lopez Michelsen, Patriotic Union party president Diego Montana, an attorney representing
Colombia's independent human rights commission, a representative of the International Red Cross,
and two relatives of the soldiers. On two previous occasions, the ELN has turned over captured
soldiers via the mediation of a commission. March 22: According to a report by Notimex, Colombia
averages 50 homicides per day, attributed to both political violence and "common crime." March
24: Col. Bernardo Urbina Sanchez reported heavy fighting in the eastern mountains between FARC
rebels and five army battalions supported by helicopter gunships. The army operation began March
19, he said, in an attempt to surround the rebels' main camps in the region. Urbina Sanchez said the
operation was organized after rebels ambushed a convoy, resulting the deaths of two soldiers. Thus
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far, he added, six wounded rebels had been captured. (Basic data from Notimex, 03/22/90, 03/24/90;
Xinhua, 03/06/90, 03/20/90, 03/22/90; AP, 03/21/90; AFP, 03/19/90, 03/20/90)
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